
Stephen Schwartz (born March 6, 1948) is a celebrated American composer and lyricist best 

known for his impactful work in both Broadway musicals and animated films. He first gained 

recognition in the early 1970s with the groundbreaking musicals Godspell (1971) and Pippin (1972), 

showcasing his talent for blending contemporary music with classic storytelling. He later solidified 

his legacy with Wicked (2003), one of Broadway’s most successful and beloved productions, which 

reimagines the story of The Wizard of Oz. 

In addition to his stage work, Schwartz made a significant mark in film, collaborating with composer 

Alan Menken on Disney's Pocahontas (1995), The Hunchback of Notre Dame (1996), and 

Enchanted (2007). He also wrote songs for DreamWorks' The Prince of Egypt (1998), including the 

Oscar-winning “When You Believe.” 

Schwartz has won three Academy Awards, three Grammy Awards, and has been inducted into the 

Theatre Hall of Fame and the Songwriters Hall of Fame. Known for his lyrical storytelling and 

emotional depth, his work continues to inspire generations of theatre lovers and songwriters. 

 


