
Richard Strauss (1864–1949) was a leading German composer and conductor, renowned for his 

lush orchestration, vivid tone poems, and powerful operas. A central figure in late Romantic and 

early modern music, Strauss gained early fame with symphonic works like Don Juan, Also sprach 

Zarathustra, and Ein Heldenleben, which showcased his exceptional skill in storytelling through 

music. 

Strauss later became one of the foremost opera composers of his time, known for masterpieces 

such as Salome, Elektra, Der Rosenkavalier, and Ariadne auf Naxos. His collaborations with 

librettist Hugo von Hofmannsthal produced some of the most enduring works in the operatic 

repertoire. While his relationship with the Nazi regime remains controversial, Strauss focused on 

preserving German musical culture and aiding persecuted musicians. His late works, including the 

sublime Four Last Songs, reflect a serene and reflective style. Strauss’s legacy endures as a master 

of orchestration and dramatic intensity, influencing generations of composers and performers. 

 


