Meilina Tsui (b. 1993) is a Kazakhstan-born, Hong Kong-raised composer, pianist, singer-
songwriter, and educator based in Orlando, Florida. As the first classical composer of Dungan
descent to gain international recognition, Tsui's music uniquely blends elements of Central Asian,
East Asian, and Western cultures. Her compositions have been described as “irresistible and
emotionally convincing” by The Aspen Times and have been performed across Asia, Europe, the
United States, and the Middle East by esteemed ensembles such as the Hong Kong Philharmonic

Orchestra, Kazakh State Philharmonic, and Kaleidoscope Chamber Orchestra .

Tsui's notable works include Nomadic Trails, which won the 2021 ProQuest Distinguished
Dissertation Award and the 2022 ASCAP Foundation Morton Gould Young Composer Award, and
String Quartet No. 2 "Kazakh Steppe", recipient of the 2018 Mivos Composition Prize for Chinese

Composers. In 2024, her opera The Big Swim, co-commissioned by Houston Grand Opera and Asia
Society Texas Center, premiered to sold-out performances and was listed among the “Top 10
operas to see in the world during Spring/Winter 2024” by OPERAWIRE . Tsui holds degrees from the
University of Michigan, King's College London, and the Chinese University of Hong Kong, and has

been a fellow at the Aspen Music Festival and School, among other institutions .



