
Gabriela Lena Frank (b. 1972) is an American composer and pianist renowned for her innovative 

fusion of Latin American musical traditions with Western classical forms. Born in Berkeley, 

California, to a Peruvian mother of Chinese descent and a Lithuanian Jewish father, Frank's 

multicultural heritage profoundly influences her compositions. She earned her B.A. and M.A. from 

Rice University and a D.M.A. in composition from the University of Michigan. 

Frank's works often incorporate elements of Andean and Latin American music, blending 

indigenous instruments with Western ensembles. She has received commissions from prestigious 

institutions such as the Philadelphia Orchestra, San Francisco Symphony, and Metropolitan Opera, 

and has been featured in PBS documentaries like Compadre Huashayo and Música Mestiza. 

In 2017, Frank founded the Gabriela Lena Frank Creative Academy of Music (GLFCAM) in Boonville, 

California, offering mentorship to emerging composers and fostering community engagement 

through public school programs. A climate activist and advocate for diversity in the arts, she has 

co-authored a column on climate action for Chamber Music America Magazine and created a 

Climate Initiative for GLFCAM. 

Frank's accolades include a Heinz Award in Arts and Humanities, a Latin Grammy nomination, and 

election to the American Academy of Arts and Letters in 2025. 

 


