
Alan Menken (b. 1949) is an award-winning American composer best known for his work on Disney 

films and Broadway musicals. A key figure in the Disney Renaissance, he composed iconic scores 

for The Little Mermaid, Beauty and the Beast, Aladdin, and Pocahontas, earning eight Academy 

Awards. Menken began his career in musical theatre, rising to fame with Little Shop of Horrors 

alongside lyricist Howard Ashman. 

He has since written music for both stage and screen adaptations of Disney classics and won 

numerous accolades, including an Emmy, Grammy, Oscar, and Tony (EGOT). His work has inspired 

a new generation of songwriters, and he remains a vital force in musical storytelling. 

 


