
Sergei Prokofiev (1891–1953) 

Sergei Prokofiev was a prominent Russian composer, pianist, and conductor, known for his 
innovative and eclectic contributions to 20th-century classical music. Born on April 23, 1891, in 
Sontsovka, Ukraine (then part of the Russian Empire), Prokofiev exhibited musical talent from an 

early age. He began his formal training at the St. Petersburg Conservatory, where he studied 
composition under the guidance of renowned instructors, including Reinhold Glière and Nikolai 

Rimsky-Korsakov. 

Prokofiev's early works, including his first piano concerto and his opera The Giant, showcased his 
bold and distinctive style. His 1917 opera The Love for Three Oranges and the ballet Romeo and 

Juliet are particularly notable for their vivid orchestrations and rhythmic innovation. 

During the Russian Revolution, Prokofiev spent much of his time traveling across Europe and the 
United States, where he gained considerable acclaim. However, despite his success abroad, he 

returned to the Soviet Union in 1936, a decision influenced by a combination of personal and 
political motivations. In the USSR, he continued to develop his unique voice, although his music 

often had to align with state-imposed guidelines for socialist realism. 

Prokofiev’s output during his Soviet years included symphonies, ballets, operas, and film scores. 
His War Sonatas for piano, written during World War II, reflect the tumultuous times and exhibit a 

profound emotional depth. He also composed the celebrated Peter and the Wolf, a symphonic fairy 
tale for children, which remains a staple in the educational repertoire. 

Prokofiev's music is characterized by its rhythmic complexity, harmonic innovation, and sometimes 
dissonant, yet compelling melodies. Despite periods of political and personal struggle, his work 

continued to influence and inspire generations of musicians. 

Sergei Prokofiev passed away on March 5, 1953, in Moscow, on the same day as Joseph Stalin, 
which overshadowed his death. His legacy endures through his extensive catalog of compositions 

and his significant impact on the development of modern classical music. 

 


