Nancy Bloomer Deussen (b. 1946)

Nancy Bloomer Deussen is an American composer known for her contributions to
contemporary classical music. Born on December 22, 1946, in San Francisco, California,
Deussen has established herself as a versatile and innovative composer whose work
spans various genres, including orchestral, choral, and chamber music.

Deussen began her musical education at the University of California, Berkeley, where she
earned her Bachelor’s degree. She continued her studies at the San Francisco
Conservatory of Music and later completed a Master’s degree in Composition at the
University of California, Santa Barbara. Her teachers included prominent composers such
as Andrew Imbrie, Richard Felciano, and Elinor Armer, who influenced her development as
a composer.

Her compositions are known for their rich harmonic language and inventive use of
instrumental color. Deussen’s work often incorporates elements of American folk music
and reflects a deep engagement with both contemporary and traditional musical forms.
Some of her notable works include Evensong for Orchestra (2000), which showcases her
skillin orchestral writing, and A Christmas Fantasy (2005), a choral piece that combines

traditional carols with her own melodic and harmonic ideas.

In addition to her composing career, Deussen has been active as an educator and
advocate for contemporary music. She has taught at various institutions, including the
University of California, Santa Barbara, and the San Francisco Conservatory of Music. Her
commitment to education and mentorship has influenced many young composers and
musicians.

Deussen's work has been performed by a range of ensembles and orchestras, and she has
received various awards and honors for her contributions to music. Her compositions are
celebrated for their craftsmanship, emotional depth, and originality.



