
Gustav Holst (1874-1934) 

Gustav Holst was an influential English composer and teacher, best known for his 
orchestral suite The Planets. Born on September 21, 1874, in Cheltenham, 

Gloucestershire, England, Holst was the son of a Swedish father and an English mother. 
His early music education was largely self-directed, but he later studied at the Royal 
College of Music in London, where he was influenced by the works of composers like 

Richard Wagner and Claude Debussy. 

Holst's early works were heavily influenced by the music of Wagner and Brahms, but he 
gradually developed a unique style characterized by its blend of folk elements, complex 

rhythms, and rich orchestration. His most famous composition, The Planets (1914-1917), 
is a seven-movement suite for orchestra, each movement representing a different planet 
and its associated astrological character. The suite, especially the movements "Mars, the 

War Bringer" and "Jupiter, the Bringer of Jollity," has become a staple of the orchestral 
repertoire and remains one of Holst’s most enduring contributions to classical music. 

In addition to The Planets, Holst composed a wide range of works including operas, choral 
pieces, and orchestral music. His St. Paul's Suite (1913) and Brook Green Suite (1931) are 

notable examples of his chamber and orchestral music. Holst was also a dedicated 
educator and served as a professor at the Royal College of Music, where he influenced a 

generation of young composers. 

Holst was deeply interested in Indian music and philosophy, which influenced some of his 
later works, including the choral piece The Hymn of Jesus (1917) and the Sanskrit Choral 
Hymns (1911). His fascination with astrology and mysticism also permeated his music, 

reflecting his broad intellectual interests. 

Gustav Holst died on May 25, 1934, in London, leaving behind a legacy of innovative and 
influential music that continues to be celebrated. 

 


