
Erich Wolfgang Korngold (1897-1957) 

Erich Wolfgang Korngold was an Austrian composer, conductor, and teacher, renowned for 
his significant contributions to both classical music and film scores. Born on May 29, 1897, 

in Vienna, Austria, Korngold was a child prodigy, displaying extraordinary musical talent 
from a young age. His father, a prominent music critic, was instrumental in nurturing his 

early development. 

Korngold's early compositions gained widespread attention and acclaim. His first major 
success came with the opera Die tote Stadt (1920), which was celebrated for its lush 

orchestration and emotional intensity. The opera became one of the most important works 
of the early 20th century and established Korngold as a leading figure in the European 

musical scene. 

In the 1930s, Korngold's career took a dramatic turn when he moved to Hollywood to 
escape the rise of the Nazi regime. In the United States, he became a pioneer in film music, 
composing scores for numerous films, including The Adventures of Robin Hood (1938) and 

The Sea Hawk (1940). His film scores were characterized by their rich orchestration and 
dramatic flair, and he won two Academy Awards for Best Original Score. 

Despite his success in Hollywood, Korngold continued to compose classical music, 
though his work in this genre was somewhat overshadowed by his film career. His later 

compositions include symphonies, chamber music, and operas. One of his notable post-
Hollywood works is the Symphony in F-sharp (1952), which reflects his mature style. 

Korngold returned to Europe after World War II but found it challenging to reintegrate into 
the post-war musical landscape, which had shifted away from the lush Romanticism of his 

earlier works. He passed away on November 29, 1957, in Los Angeles. 

Korngold’s legacy is characterized by his blend of Romanticism and cinematic innovation, 
making him a key figure in both classical and film music. 

 


