
Camille Saint-Saëns (1835-1921) 

Camille Saint-Saëns was a prominent French composer, conductor, and pianist of the 19th 
and early 20th centuries. Born on October 9, 1835, in Paris, Saint-Saëns was a child 
prodigy, exhibiting remarkable musical talent from an early age. His early education 

included studies at the Paris Conservatoire, where he honed his skills in composition, 
piano, and organ. 

Saint-Saëns's career was marked by his versatility and prolific output across various 
musical forms. His early works, including the Symphony No. 1 in A Major (1853), 

demonstrated his classical training and innovative approach. He is perhaps best known for 
his Symphony No. 3 in C Minor, commonly referred to as the "Organ Symphony" (1886), 

which integrates the organ into the symphonic texture in a groundbreaking manner. 

Saint-Saëns was also an accomplished pianist and a prominent figure in the French music 
scene. His Carnival of the Animals (1886), a humorous suite for piano and orchestra, is one 

of his most beloved works, showcasing his wit and skill in orchestration. Additionally, his 
Danse Macabre (1874) and Introduction and Rondo Capriccioso (1863) highlight his flair for 

vivid orchestral writing and virtuosic piano composition. 

As a conductor, Saint-Saëns was influential in promoting and performing the works of 
other composers, including those of his contemporaries and predecessors. His role as a 
teacher also left a significant mark, influencing future generations of French composers. 

Saint-Saëns was deeply engaged in the intellectual and cultural life of his time, 
contributing to music criticism and actively participating in the promotion of new music. 

He was a member of various musical societies and was highly respected for his 
contributions to the arts. 

He passed away on December 16, 1921, in Alès, France, leaving behind a rich legacy of 
music that continues to be celebrated for its melodic inventiveness and technical mastery. 

 


