
Adolphus Hailstork (b. 1941) 

Adolphus Hailstork is a distinguished American composer known for his diverse contributions to 
classical music. Born on April 17, 1941, in Newark, New Jersey, Hailstork has developed a 

reputation for his rich, accessible compositions that often incorporate elements of African-
American musical traditions, spirituals, and classical forms. 

Hailstork began his formal music education at a young age, studying at the Manhattan School of 
Music where he earned both his Bachelor and Master of Music degrees. His early musical training 

was followed by further studies with notable composers such as David Diamond and Vittorio 
Giannini at the Eastman School of Music, where he obtained his Doctor of Musical Arts degree. 

Throughout his career, Hailstork has composed a wide range of works, including symphonies, 
operas, choral pieces, and chamber music. His music often reflects a deep engagement with 

themes of cultural identity and social justice. Notable compositions include his Symphony No. 1, To 
Be Certain of the Dawn—a choral work inspired by the struggles of African Americans—and the 
opera Joshua’s Boots, which explores African American folklore and themes of racial injustice. 

Hailstork's contributions to music extend beyond composition; he has also been an influential 
educator and advocate for diversity in classical music. He has taught at several institutions, 

including Virginia State University and Old Dominion University, where he has mentored many 
aspiring composers and musicians. 

His works are celebrated for their melodic richness, harmonic depth, and incorporation of African 
American musical elements, making significant contributions to the American classical music 

canon. 

Adolphus Hailstork's impact on music continues to be recognized through numerous performances 
and commissions, and his compositions are frequently performed by major orchestras and 

ensembles across the United States. 

 


