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Ralena Mae Bevington is the Program Director for the Lighthouse Saturday Strings Program 

and Canton Youth Strings instructor. A native of Canton, Ohio she began playing the violin and 

taking vocal lessons at the age of seven. Ralena achieved her Bachelor of Music Education 

Degree (BME) from the University of Mount Union, graduating cum laude. While attending the 

University of Mount Union, she played the viola in the Alliance Symphony. She is currently the 

Director of Strings for Canton City Schools where she teaches at McKinley HS (Downtown & 

Main Campus) and the Arts Academy at Summit. Ralena achieved her Master of Arts in 

Education as an Intervention Specialist, with a reading endorsement, from Malone University. In 

2013, alongside Ms. Betty Smith, Beverly Bevington and S.C. Toe, she became Co-Founder of 

the 501c3 program En-Rich-Ment. This program gives inner-city children the opportunity to learn 

any musical instrument at no charge to the family.  In Ralena’s career, she has achieved 

numerous recognitions including: The Williams Scholarship in Fine Arts, Mu Phi Epsilon Merit 

Award, The Gerald & Esther Garland Palmer – ‘32 Music Scholarship, Joseph A. & Rhea M. 

Jeffries Memorial Scholarship, Cecil T. & Marian H. Steward Award, The National Cabinet of 

Mount Union Women Scholarships, and Top 10 Finalist in the Canton Symphony Music 

Educator of the Year two years in a row. Aside from teaching music, Ralena’s is an avid equine 

enthusiast participating in many events including Ranch Riding and Cutting.  


