
Program Notes: George Walker's Lyric for Strings 

George Walker (1922-2018) was an esteemed American composer and pianist, known for his 

remarkable contributions to the world of classical music. His Lyric for Strings, composed in 

1946, stands as one of his most celebrated works and a poignant expression of his musical voice. 

Lyric for Strings is a profoundly emotional and introspective work that showcases Walker's 

mastery of melodic writing and his ability to evoke deep emotional states through his music. The 

composition is scored for a string orchestra, allowing the rich and expressive qualities of the 

strings to take center stage. 

The piece opens with a lyrical and mournful melody, played by the violins. The haunting beauty 

of the melody immediately captivates the listener, drawing them into a world of introspection 

and reflection. Walker's masterful use of harmony and texture adds depth and nuance to the 

music, creating an atmosphere of profound sadness and longing. 

As the piece unfolds, the melody is passed between different sections of the orchestra, creating a 

sense of unity and shared emotion. The music ebbs and flows, shifting between moments of 

intense yearning and delicate vulnerability. Walker's skillful manipulation of dynamics and 

expressive phrasing adds further layers of emotional depth to the composition. 

Despite its melancholic nature, Lyric for Strings also offers moments of solace and consolation. 

Amidst the sorrowful melodies, there are glimpses of hope and moments of delicate beauty that 

offer a sense of solace and respite. These fleeting moments of lightness provide a poignant 

contrast to the overarching emotional weight of the piece. 

George Walker's Lyric for Strings is a deeply personal and evocative work that resonates with 

listeners on a profound level. The piece reflects the composer's own experiences and emotions, 

allowing the music to serve as a conduit for shared human experiences of loss, longing, and 

hope. Walker's ability to distill complex emotions into a concise and powerful musical statement 

is a testament to his compositional prowess. 

Lyric for Strings has garnered widespread acclaim and has become a staple of the string 

orchestra repertoire. Its timeless beauty and emotional resonance continue to touch audiences 

across generations. The work's introspective nature and profound musical language make it a 

testament to the power of music to convey deep emotions and create connections that transcend 

time and place. 

In George Walker's Lyric for Strings, we are invited to embark on an emotional journey, 

exploring the depths of human experience through the expressive language of music. As we 

immerse ourselves in the rich tapestry of this composition, let us embrace the cathartic power of 

music and celebrate the legacy of George Walker as a composer who dared to delve into the 

most profound aspects of the human spirit. 

 


