Program Notes: Joan Tower's "Made in America”

Joan Tower (b. 1938) is an American composer known for her distinctive musical voice and her
contributions to contemporary classical music. "Made in America" is a landmark composition
that exemplifies Tower's bold and innovative style. Commissioned by the League of American
Orchestras as part of their "Made in America" project, the work celebrates the richness and
diversity of American musical heritage while pushing the boundaries of orchestral writing.

"Made in America™ is a thrilling and dynamic orchestral work that captures the spirit of
American resilience, energy, and optimism. Tower's composition showcases her mastery of
orchestration, her inventive use of textures, and her ability to create dramatic tension and release.
The piece opens with a powerful fanfare, introducing the listener to a sonic landscape that is both
familiar and unique.

The music unfolds with a sense of momentum and purpose, as Tower weaves together a tapestry
of melodic fragments, rhythmic patterns, and harmonic colors. The orchestration is bold and
vibrant, with brilliant brass flourishes, shimmering strings, and cascading woodwind passages.
Tower's use of percussion adds rhythmic drive and intensity, creating a sense of urgency and
forward motion.

Throughout "Made in America,” Tower explores a wide range of emotions and musical
landscapes. Moments of serene beauty and introspection give way to explosive bursts of energy
and vitality. Tower's melodic writing is captivating, with soaring themes and intricate
counterpoint that captivate the listener's imagination. The interplay between different sections of
the orchestra creates a dynamic and ever-shifting musical conversation.

Tower's composition also pays homage to American musical traditions. The work incorporates
fragments of familiar American melodies, folk tunes, and popular music motifs, infusing them
with Tower's unique voice and reimagining them within a contemporary orchestral context. The
result is a musical tapestry that feels both familiar and innovative, celebrating the diverse cultural
heritage of America.

"Made in America" reaches its climax with a powerful and triumphant finale. Tower brings all
the musical elements together in a thrilling culmination, with the orchestra surging forward in a
display of strength and unity. The music resonates with a sense of hope, resilience, and pride,
leaving the listener with a feeling of awe and inspiration.

Joan Tower's "Made in America" is a testament to her status as one of America's foremost
composers. Through her inventive orchestration, captivating melodies, and imaginative use of
musical forms, Tower creates a work that is both intellectually stimulating and emotionally
compelling. "Made in America" stands as a powerful representation of the vitality and richness
of American music and showcases Tower's unique voice in the contemporary classical music
landscape.

As the title suggests, "Made in America" is a celebration of the creative spirit that thrives in the
United States, paying homage to the diverse cultural traditions that shape the nation's musical



identity. Tower's composition serves as a reminder of the enduring power of music to connect
people, evoke emotions, and reflect the human experience.



