
Program Notes: Bedřich Smetana's Dance of the Comedians 

Bedřich Smetana (1824-1884), a Czech composer often hailed as the father of Czech music, was 

renowned for his ability to infuse his compositions with the spirit and folk traditions of his 

homeland. His Dance of the Comedians, from the opera "The Bartered Bride," is a lively and 

spirited orchestral piece that showcases Smetana's gift for melodic invention, rhythmic energy, 

and colorful orchestration. 

"The Bartered Bride," composed in 1866, is Smetana's most celebrated opera and a cornerstone 

of Czech national music. The opera tells the story of young love, mistaken identities, and the 

triumph of true affection amidst a backdrop of rural Czech culture and traditions. The Dance of 

the Comedians serves as a lively interlude within the opera, capturing the festive atmosphere and 

the joyful spirit of the celebration. 

The Dance of the Comedians opens with a lively and infectious theme introduced by the 

woodwinds and brass, setting the tone for the exuberant dance that follows. The music is 

characterized by its energetic rhythms, spirited melodies, and a lively interplay between different 

sections of the orchestra. Smetana's use of syncopation and playful accents adds to the sense of 

movement and vitality, creating a joyous and festive atmosphere. 

Throughout the dance, Smetana skillfully weaves together various thematic elements, creating a 

dynamic and ever-changing musical landscape. The melodies pass seamlessly from one section 

of the orchestra to another, showcasing Smetana's skillful orchestration and his ability to create a 

rich tapestry of instrumental colors. The woodwinds, strings, and brass each take turns in 

presenting the melodic material, contributing to the vibrant and diverse character of the piece. 

Interwoven with the lively dance sections are moments of contrasting lyricism and charm. These 

sections provide a respite from the energetic pace and allow the listener to appreciate the melodic 

beauty and grace inherent in Smetana's composition. The strings take center stage during these 

interludes, delivering melodies that are tender, expressive, and infused with a touch of 

melancholy. These passages serve as a reminder of the underlying human emotions that drive the 

story of "The Bartered Bride." 

As the dance progresses, it reaches its climax with a burst of energy and a culmination of all the 

thematic elements. The entire orchestra joins forces, creating a vibrant and triumphant finale. 

The music surges forward with relentless energy, propelled by driving rhythms and soaring 

melodies. Smetana's masterful command of orchestration is evident as the different instrumental 

sections blend together, creating a rich and exhilarating sound. 

Bedřich Smetana's Dance of the Comedians is a spirited and captivating work that embodies the 

essence of Czech folk traditions. It showcases Smetana's ability to create music that is both 

infectious and deeply rooted in his cultural heritage. Through his vibrant melodies, rhythmic 

vitality, and colorful orchestrations, Smetana transports the listener to a world of joy, celebration, 

and the timeless appeal of Czech folk dances. 



As we embark on this musical journey with Smetana, let us embrace the lively rhythms and 

infectious melodies of the Dance of the Comedians. Let us be swept away by the exuberant spirit 

of the dance, and let the music transport us to a realm of merriment and communal celebration. 

Bedřich Smetana's Dance of the Comedians remains a beloved gem in the classical repertoire, 

captivating audiences with its vibrant energy, melodic charm, and the enduring legacy of Czech 

musical traditions. It stands as a testament to Smetana's significant contribution to Czech 

national music and his ability to create music that resonates with audiences across time and 

borders. 

 


