
Program Notes: Maurice Ravel's Mother Goose Suite 

Maurice Ravel (1875-1937), a French composer of the impressionist era, was known for his 

exceptional craftsmanship and innovative approach to composition. His Mother Goose Suite, 

originally written as a piano duet and later orchestrated, is a delightful and enchanting work that 

brings to life the magical world of fairy tales. 

The Mother Goose Suite takes inspiration from the beloved stories of Charles Perrault and 

includes five movements, each representing a different fairy tale. Ravel's masterful musical 

storytelling and his delicate handling of orchestral colors transport the listener to a realm of 

imagination and wonder. 

The suite opens with "Pavane of the Sleeping Beauty," a graceful and lyrical movement that 

captures the charm and innocence of the tale. The music unfolds with a gentle and mesmerizing 

melody, accompanied by shimmering strings and delicate woodwind solos. Ravel's exquisite use 

of harmony and subtle shifts in dynamics create a dreamlike atmosphere, evoking the slumbering 

beauty of the princess. 

The second movement, "Tom Thumb," is a lively and playful piece that captures the mischievous 

spirit of the story. The music dances with animated rhythms and sprightly melodies, reminiscent 

of the adventures of the tiny protagonist. Ravel's inventive orchestration, featuring pizzicato 

strings, woodwind trills, and lively percussion, adds to the sense of whimsy and joy. 

In "Laideronnette, Empress of the Pagodas," Ravel draws upon Eastern musical influences to 

portray a magical world of exotic beauty. The movement is characterized by its rich orchestral 

colors, evoking the sounds of distant lands and the opulence of the pagoda. The delicate 

melodies and intricate textures create an atmosphere of enchantment, transporting the listener to 

a realm of mystery and splendor. 

The fourth movement, "Conversations of Beauty and the Beast," explores the poignant and 

transformative nature of love. Ravel's sensitive and expressive writing captures the tender 

interactions between the two characters. The music alternates between moments of lyrical beauty 

and moments of dissonance, reflecting the contrast between the beauty and the beast. Ravel's use 

of subtle orchestral effects, such as muted strings and horn solos, adds to the emotional depth of 

the movement. 

The suite concludes with the exuberant and joyful "The Fairy Garden." The music transports the 

listener to a magical realm where all the fairy tales converge. Ravel's lush orchestrations and 

brilliant use of the full orchestra create a sense of grandeur and celebration. The movement is a 

musical kaleidoscope of melodies and rhythms, bringing the suite to a magnificent and 

triumphant close. 

Ravel's Mother Goose Suite is a testament to his remarkable ability to evoke vivid imagery and 

emotions through music. The suite not only showcases Ravel's mastery of orchestration and his 

ability to capture the essence of each fairy tale but also highlights his gift for storytelling and his 

deep understanding of the human experience. 



As we embark on this musical journey through the Mother Goose Suite, let us allow ourselves to 

be transported to the realm of childhood imagination and the enchantment of fairy tales. Let us 

marvel at Ravel's artistry and his ability to create a world where the boundaries of reality fade 

away, and where the transformative power of music reigns supreme. 

Maurice Ravel's Mother Goose Suite remains a beloved gem in the classical repertoire, 

captivating audiences with its magical melodies, vivid orchestral colors, and the timeless allure 

of fairy tales. It stands as a testament to Ravel's enduring legacy as a composer and his unique 

ability to create music that speaks to the childlike wonder and imagination in all of us. 

 


