
Program Notes: Florence Price's Colonial Dance 

Florence Price (1887-1953) was an African American composer who made significant 

contributions to the classical music world during a time of racial segregation and discrimination. 

Price's works, including her orchestral composition "Colonial Dance," serve as a testament to her 

exceptional talent and the resilience she displayed in the face of adversity. 

"Colonial Dance" is a lively and vibrant orchestral piece that captures the spirit of celebration 

and joy. The composition is inspired by African American folk music and dance, infusing 

elements of the past with Price's own unique compositional style. Through her music, Price seeks 

to honor the rich cultural heritage of her ancestors while showcasing her own musical voice. 

The piece opens with a rhythmic and energetic theme, introduced by the strings. The lively 

melodies and infectious rhythms immediately transport the listener to a world of exuberant dance 

and spirited festivity. The orchestration is vibrant and colorful, with the different sections of the 

orchestra working in harmony to create a dynamic and engaging musical experience. 

As the piece unfolds, Price incorporates elements of syncopation, call and response, and 

polyrhythms, drawing upon her African American musical roots. These rhythmic and melodic 

features infuse the music with a sense of vitality and reflect the joyous nature of communal 

dance traditions. Price's skillful use of orchestration allows the various instruments to showcase 

their unique characteristics, resulting in a rich tapestry of sound that brings the music to life. 

Amidst the energetic and rhythmic sections, Price also includes moments of respite and 

reflection. The music briefly transitions to more lyrical passages, allowing for moments of 

introspection and beauty. These interludes provide a balance to the lively and exuberant sections, 

showcasing Price's compositional versatility and her ability to convey a range of emotions within 

a single composition. 

"Colonial Dance" is a celebration of cultural heritage, resilience, and the power of music to unite 

people across boundaries. Through her composition, Florence Price pays homage to the 

traditions and music of her ancestors, infusing the classical form with her own unique voice and 

perspective. Her ability to fuse diverse musical elements into a cohesive and captivating whole 

demonstrates her exceptional skill as a composer. 

Florence Price's "Colonial Dance" serves as a testament to the artistic contributions of African 

American composers and their invaluable role in shaping the classical music landscape. Through 

this composition, Price invites us to embrace the beauty and vibrancy of African American 

musical traditions, celebrating their resilience and honoring their lasting impact. 

As we immerse ourselves in the spirited and rhythmic world of "Colonial Dance," let us 

appreciate Florence Price's artistic vision, her dedication to preserving cultural heritage, and her 

profound musical talent. Through this work, she invites us to embrace the power of music as a 

bridge that connects us across time and cultural boundaries, reminding us of the universal 

language that transcends societal divisions. 


