
Program Notes: Mozart's Symphony in D Major, K. 320 

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791) stands as one of the greatest composers in the history of 

classical music. His Symphony in D Major, K. 320, also known as the "Posthorn Symphony," is 

a shining example of his genius and serves as a testament to his mastery of symphonic 

composition. 

Composed in 1779, the Symphony in D Major showcases Mozart's impeccable craftsmanship, 

melodic inventiveness, and profound understanding of orchestration. The symphony is scored for 

a standard orchestra of the time, with strings, woodwinds, brass, and timpani, but it also features 

a solo posthorn, a valveless brass instrument resembling a trumpet. 

The symphony opens with a lively and energetic movement. Mozart wastes no time in 

establishing a joyful and exuberant atmosphere, with a buoyant theme that sets the stage for the 

musical journey to come. The music brims with vitality and lightness, with the interplay between 

the different sections of the orchestra creating a sense of delightful dialogue and vibrant energy. 

The second movement, marked Andante, offers a contrasting mood of serenity and introspection. 

Mozart's gift for melodic beauty shines through, as he presents a tender and lyrical theme that 

unfolds with grace and elegance. The music showcases Mozart's ability to evoke deep emotions 

with seemingly effortless simplicity, captivating the listener with its delicate phrasing and 

sublime melodies. 

The third movement, a Menuetto, is marked by its playful and rhythmic character. The music 

dances and twirls, with lively melodies and spirited rhythms that evoke images of a joyful 

gathering. Mozart's command of orchestration is evident, as he uses the different sections of the 

orchestra to create a rich and colorful tapestry of sound. The movement exudes charm and 

elegance, providing a delightful contrast to the more introspective second movement. 

The symphony reaches its grand finale with a spirited and vibrant Presto. The music bursts with 

energy and vitality, with fast-paced melodies and intricate contrapuntal writing. Mozart 

showcases his virtuosic ability to weave together multiple musical ideas, creating a sense of 

complexity and depth. The symphony culminates in a glorious conclusion, with the orchestra and 

the solo posthorn joining forces in a triumphant and exhilarating finale. 

Mozart's Symphony in D Major, K. 320, is a testament to his ability to compose music that 

effortlessly balances technical brilliance with profound emotional depth. The symphony's 

melodic beauty, masterful orchestration, and sheer joyousness make it a beloved favorite among 

audiences and musicians alike. 

As we delve into the rich musical tapestry of Mozart's Symphony in D Major, let us marvel at the 

composer's genius and celebrate the timeless beauty and brilliance of his music. Through this 

symphony, Mozart invites us into a world of sublime melodies, vibrant orchestration, and 

boundless joy—a testament to his everlasting legacy as one of the greatest composers in the 

history of Western classical music. 


