
Program Notes: Mozart's Requiem in D Minor 

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart's Requiem in D Minor, K. 626, is a composition of profound beauty 

and emotional intensity. Regarded as one of the greatest choral masterpieces in the classical 

repertoire, this unfinished work is shrouded in mystery and has captivated audiences for 

centuries. 

Mozart began composing the Requiem in 1791, but tragically, he passed away before completing 

it. The task of finishing the composition fell to his student and assistant, Franz Xaver Süssmayr, 

who completed the work based on Mozart's sketches and instructions. Despite the uncertainties 

surrounding its completion, the Requiem remains a testament to Mozart's remarkable musical 

vision. 

The Requiem opens with a powerful and solemn Introitus, setting the tone for the entire 

composition. The music unfolds with haunting beauty, as the choir and orchestra unite in 

expressing the profound emotions of sorrow, contemplation, and hope. Mozart's gift for writing 

memorable melodies is evident, as the voices soar above the rich orchestral textures, conveying a 

sense of both reverence and human vulnerability. 

The sequence of movements that follows explores various musical and emotional landscapes. 

The Dies Irae movement is a powerful depiction of judgment day, characterized by dramatic and 

turbulent music that captures the intensity and fear of divine retribution. The Tuba Mirum 

showcases a majestic and awe-inspiring chorale, while the Rex Tremendae delivers a sense of 

reverence and awe through its contrapuntal complexity. 

In the Lacrimosa, Mozart reaches the pinnacle of emotional expression. The mournful and tender 

melodies are deeply moving, conveying a sense of sorrow and human frailty. The music 

alternates between moments of solemnity and moments of anguish, evoking a profound sense of 

loss and longing. 

The Sanctus offers a moment of respite and transcendent beauty. The choir and orchestra come 

together in a jubilant expression of praise and adoration. The music is filled with soaring 

melodies and majestic harmonies, creating a sense of reverence and awe that uplifts the listener's 

spirit. 

The Requiem concludes with the Lux Aeterna, a movement that brings solace and a glimpse of 

eternal light. The music radiates with a sense of serenity and peace, offering solace and comfort 

to those who have been touched by loss. The final moments of the Requiem gently fade away, 

leaving the listener in a state of reflection and contemplation. 

Mozart's Requiem in D Minor is a testament to his unmatched ability to convey the depths of 

human emotion through music. The composition transcends its liturgical context, speaking to the 

universal human experience of grief, longing, and spiritual transcendence. Mozart's masterful use 

of choral and orchestral forces, coupled with his profound melodic and harmonic language, 

creates a profound and timeless musical journey. 



As we delve into the rich tapestry of Mozart's Requiem, let us embrace the power of music to 

console, inspire, and uplift the human spirit. The Requiem stands as a testament to Mozart's 

genius, reminding us of the enduring power of his music and its ability to touch the depths of our 

souls. Through this masterpiece, we are invited to contemplate the fragility of life, the 

inevitability of mortality, and the eternal hope that lies beyond. 

 


