
Program Notes: Gustav Holst's Somerset Rhapsody 

Gustav Holst (1874-1934), renowned for his orchestral suite "The Planets," was a British 

composer who left an indelible mark on the world of classical music. Among his vast body of 

work, the Somerset Rhapsody stands out as a testament to his skill in crafting evocative and 

picturesque compositions. 

Composed in 1906, Somerset Rhapsody draws inspiration from the serene and idyllic landscapes 

of the English county of Somerset. The piece showcases Holst's mastery of orchestration and his 

ability to conjure vivid musical imagery. Through his meticulous craftsmanship, he paints a 

musical portrait that captures the essence of the Somerset countryside. 

The rhapsody opens with a delicate and enchanting melody, played by the woodwinds, which 

evokes a sense of tranquility and pastoral beauty. The music transports the listener to the rolling 

hills, meandering rivers, and peaceful villages that define the Somerset landscape. Holst's 

sensitive handling of the orchestral colors, along with his exquisite melodic writing, creates a 

soundscape that immerses the audience in a world of natural splendor. 

As the rhapsody unfolds, Holst introduces a livelier section, filled with bustling energy and 

rhythmic vitality. The music reflects the bustling activity of the Somerset community, capturing 

the spirit of its people and their vibrant culture. The orchestra comes alive with vibrant melodies, 

lively rhythms, and spirited interplay between the different sections. Holst's masterful 

orchestration shines through, allowing each instrument to contribute to the lively tapestry of 

sound. 

In the middle section, the mood shifts to a more introspective and reflective tone. Holst explores 

moments of tender introspection, weaving expressive melodies that convey a sense of longing 

and introspection. These passages showcase his ability to evoke deep emotions and create a 

sense of intimacy within the grandeur of the orchestral setting. 

The rhapsody reaches its climax with a triumphant return of the opening theme, now expanded 

and enriched. The music soars to great heights, conveying a sense of joy and celebration. The 

orchestra builds in intensity, with sweeping melodies and majestic harmonies that evoke a sense 

of awe and wonder. Holst's skillful use of dynamic contrasts and his ability to create a sense of 

grandeur and expansiveness make this climactic moment a truly exhilarating experience. 

Gustav Holst's Somerset Rhapsody stands as a testament to his ability to capture the spirit of a 

place through music. Through his evocative melodies, colorful orchestration, and meticulous 

attention to detail, Holst transports us to the picturesque landscapes of Somerset, immersing us in 

its beauty and charm. 

As we embark on this musical journey through the Somerset countryside, let us appreciate the 

craftsmanship and artistry of Gustav Holst. His Somerset Rhapsody reminds us of the power of 

music to transport us to distant places, stir our emotions, and inspire our imaginations. Through 

this composition, we are invited to embrace the beauty of the natural world and celebrate the 

enduring legacy of one of Britain's greatest composers. 


