
Program Notes: George Frideric Handel's Concerto Grosso Op. 6, No. 11 

George Frideric Handel (1685-1759), a German-born composer who later became a naturalized 

British citizen, is celebrated for his contributions to the Baroque era. His Concerto Grosso Op. 6, 

No. 11 is a brilliant and captivating work that exemplifies Handel's mastery of the concerto 

grosso form, showcasing his compositional ingenuity, rich harmonic language, and evocative 

musical storytelling. 

Composed in 1739, Concerto Grosso Op. 6, No. 11 is part of Handel's iconic collection of twelve 

concerti grossi, which are among the most influential and revered examples of the genre. The 

concerto grosso form involves a dialogue between a small group of soloists, known as the 

concertino, and the larger ensemble, known as the ripieno. Handel's Op. 6, No. 11 demonstrates 

his masterful handling of this form, with intricate interplay between the soloists and the 

orchestra, showcasing his ability to balance and weave together various musical voices. 

The concerto consists of four contrasting movements, each displaying its unique character and 

musical elements. The opening movement, marked Andante larghetto, introduces the audience to 

a world of elegance and grace. A poignant and lyrical melody unfolds in the concertino, often 

featuring solo violin and oboe, against a backdrop of lush string harmonies. Handel's gift for 

creating melodic beauty is evident here, as the music exudes a sense of serenity and 

introspection. 

The following Allegro showcases Handel's skill in crafting energetic and vibrant music. The 

ripieno and concertino engage in a spirited conversation, exchanging melodic fragments and 

rhythmic motifs. Handel's orchestration is rich and colorful, with inventive combinations of 

instruments creating a tapestry of sound. The interplay between the soloists and the ensemble is 

dynamic and captivating, with moments of virtuosic brilliance and intricate counterpoint. 

The third movement, marked Largo, offers a moment of introspection and emotional depth. 

Handel's gift for expressing profound sentiment is on full display here. The concertino takes 

center stage, weaving a melancholic and expressive melody that tugs at the heartstrings. The 

tender and emotive lines are accompanied by delicate harmonies, creating an atmosphere of 

beauty and introspection. Handel's melodic writing is deeply evocative, painting a vivid 

emotional landscape for the listener. 

The concerto concludes with a lively Allegro, filled with exuberance and joy. Handel unleashes 

the full energy of the ensemble, driving the music forward with its propulsive rhythms and 

buoyant melodies. The soloists engage in a spirited dialogue, showcasing their technical 

virtuosity and bringing the concerto to a thrilling conclusion. Handel's orchestration is dynamic 

and colorful, with cascading scales, brilliant trills, and invigorating counterpoint adding to the 

sense of excitement and celebration. 

Handel's Concerto Grosso Op. 6, No. 11 is a testament to the composer's brilliance and his ability 

to create music that captivates and inspires. Through its rich melodies, inventive harmonies, and 

masterful orchestration, Handel weaves a musical tapestry that engages the listener's senses and 

emotions. The dialogue between the concertino and the ripieno creates a dynamic and 



compelling narrative, showcasing Handel's compositional genius and his profound understanding 

of the concerto grosso form. 

George Frideric Handel's Concerto Grosso Op. 6, No. 11 stands as a testament to his enduring 

legacy and his contribution to the Baroque era. 

 


