
Program Notes: Edvard Grieg's Peer Gynt Suite No. 1 

Edvard Grieg (1843-1907), a Norwegian composer of the Romantic era, is best known for his 

enduring and evocative music inspired by the landscapes and folk traditions of Norway. His Peer 

Gynt Suite No. 1, based on Henrik Ibsen's play of the same name, is a collection of captivating 

orchestral pieces that showcase Grieg's mastery of melody, colorful orchestration, and ability to 

capture the essence of the Norwegian spirit. 

The Peer Gynt Suite No. 1 consists of four movements, each representing a different scene from 

Ibsen's play. Grieg's intention was not only to create incidental music for the theater production 

but also to craft standalone orchestral pieces that would evoke the atmosphere and emotions of 

the original narrative. 

The suite opens with the famous "Morning Mood," a tranquil and serene piece that transports the 

listener to the beauty of a Norwegian sunrise. The music gently unfolds with delicate melodies 

played by the flutes and oboes, accompanied by shimmering strings. Grieg's use of soft dynamics 

and a steady pulse creates a sense of tranquility and awakening, capturing the peacefulness of a 

new day dawning. 

The second movement, "The Death of Åse," is a poignant and emotional piece that reflects the 

sorrow and grief of the play. Grieg's use of dark and mournful melodies, accompanied by somber 

strings and melancholic brass solos, creates a powerful and deeply moving atmosphere. The 

music ebbs and flows with a sense of longing, portraying the loss and tragedy within the 

narrative. 

In contrast to the somberness of the previous movement, the third movement, "Anitra's Dance," 

is a lively and exotic piece that showcases Grieg's flair for rhythmic vitality and playful 

melodies. Inspired by the character Anitra, a seductive dancer, the music exudes an air of 

mystery and allure. The energetic rhythms, punctuated by percussion and accented by woodwind 

solos, transport the listener to a world of sensuality and intrigue. 

The suite concludes with the exuberant and triumphant "In the Hall of the Mountain King." This 

iconic movement depicts Peer Gynt's encounter with the troll king and his frenzied pursuit 

through the caverns. Grieg's use of menacing melodies, building tension, and dynamic 

orchestration creates a thrilling and dramatic atmosphere. As the music escalates, the full 

orchestra unleashes a torrent of sound, capturing the chaos and intensity of the scene. 

Edvard Grieg's Peer Gynt Suite No. 1 is a testament to his ability to infuse music with the spirit 

of his homeland. The suite not only showcases Grieg's gift for creating memorable melodies but 

also highlights his command of orchestration and his ability to paint vivid musical landscapes 

that transport the listener to the rugged and majestic landscapes of Norway. 

As we embark on this musical journey through the Peer Gynt Suite No. 1, let us immerse 

ourselves in the rich tapestry of Norwegian folklore and the emotions that permeate Grieg's 

music. Let us be captivated by the beauty of the Norwegian landscapes, moved by the depth of 

human emotions, and inspired by the power of Grieg's artistic vision. 



Edvard Grieg's Peer Gynt Suite No. 1 remains a beloved masterpiece in the classical repertoire, 

enchanting audiences with its melodic beauty, dramatic storytelling, and the timeless allure of 

Norwegian folk traditions. It stands as a testament to Grieg's enduring legacy as a composer and 

his profound contribution to the world of music. 

 


