
Program Notes: Louise Farrenc's Overture No. 2 

Louise Farrenc (1804-1875) was a remarkable French composer, pianist, and educator whose 

contributions to the world of classical music have been overlooked for far too long. Her Overture 

No. 2 is a testament to her skill as a composer and her ability to craft captivating and dynamic 

orchestral works. Written in 1834, the overture showcases Farrenc's mastery of form, her 

melodic inventiveness, and her command of orchestration. 

Farrenc's Overture No. 2 opens with a bold and commanding introduction, immediately grabbing 

the listener's attention. The music is characterized by its strong sense of drama, vivid melodies, 

and intricate contrapuntal writing. Farrenc demonstrates her command of orchestral colors, 

utilizing the different sections of the orchestra to create a rich tapestry of sound. 

The main body of the overture unfolds with a sense of forward momentum and energy. Farrenc's 

melodic writing is both expressive and memorable, with soaring themes that captivate the 

listener's imagination. The music weaves between moments of exuberance and moments of 

introspection, showcasing Farrenc's ability to evoke a wide range of emotions through her music. 

Farrenc's command of orchestration is particularly notable in the Overture No. 2. She skillfully 

employs the different sections of the orchestra, giving each instrument its moment to shine. The 

interplay between the strings, woodwinds, brass, and percussion creates a rich and vibrant sonic 

palette, adding depth and complexity to the composition. Farrenc's use of dynamic contrasts and 

nuanced textures adds further layers of intrigue to the music. 

The Overture No. 2 concludes with a thrilling and triumphant finale. Farrenc brings all the 

musical elements together in a rousing culmination, with the orchestra surging forward in a 

display of power and unity. The music is marked by its energetic rhythms, uplifting melodies, 

and bold orchestration, leaving the listener with a sense of excitement and satisfaction. 

Louise Farrenc's Overture No. 2 is a testament to her talent as a composer and her contribution to 

the orchestral repertoire. Her ability to create compelling melodies, intricate harmonies, and 

dynamic textures sets her apart as a masterful composer of her time. The Overture No. 2 

showcases Farrenc's unique voice, blending elements of classical tradition with her own 

distinctive style. 

Despite the challenges faced by women composers in the 19th century, Farrenc's Overture No. 2 

stands as a testament to her determination and artistic vision. Her compositions were met with 

critical acclaim during her lifetime, and it is important to continue to shine a light on her 

contributions to classical music. The Overture No. 2 serves as a reminder of the diverse and 

underrepresented voices within the classical music canon. 

Louise Farrenc's Overture No. 2 is a delightful and engaging work that deserves a prominent 

place in the orchestral repertoire. Its rich melodies, vibrant orchestration, and dramatic flair 

showcase Farrenc's unique artistic voice and her ability to captivate audiences. As we continue to 

explore the vast landscape of classical music, let us not forget the brilliant contributions of 

composers like Louise Farrenc and celebrate the diversity and richness of the musical world. 


